
Col. Larry Wilkerson: Red Alarms 
Everywhere — The U.S. Is Walking Into it
#Nima

Hi, everybody. Today is Tuesday, December 23rd, 2025, and our dear friend, Col. Larry Wilkerson, is 
here with us. Welcome back, Colonel.

#Lawrence

Good to be with you, dear friend Nima.

#Nima

Larry, let me start with the case of Venezuela. What’s the endgame with the policies toward 
Venezuela? It turns out to be some sort of piracy. They’re seizing the oil, and Donald Trump—every 
time he’s asked, whenever anybody asks him what he’s going to do with the oil—he says, “We’re 
going to keep it. We’re going to sell it.” Here’s what Donald Trump said, Larry.

#Speaker 03

The United States seized 1.9 million barrels of oil on December 10th. We're going to keep it. Are we 
going to sell it or put it in the Strategic Petroleum Reserve?

#Speaker 04

Maybe we'll keep it. Maybe we'll use it in the Strategic Reserve. We're keeping the ships, too.

#Nima

I wonder if he has any kind of strategic plan, given the way he's behaving right now.

#Nima

No.

#Nima

He’s started something—what’s your understanding of that?



#Lawrence

My understanding is that Scott Besant, the Secretary of the Treasury, is going to have, right after 
Christmas—maybe even before New Year’s, but certainly in the new year—a $3 trillion debt issue, 
satisfied within 24 hours. In other words, it’s going to come home to roost just how bad a fiscal 
situation the empire is in. The only person in the world, the only country in the world, that has the 
money to bail the empire out is Xi Jinping’s China. No other country has that kind of money in its 
current account surplus. So Scott Besant is going to have to either crawl on his hands and knees or 
make a diplomatic sortie to Beijing. And he’s going to have to get really serious about saving the 
empire in the interim, in the moment. That is going to be a reality.

If he hasn't told Donald about this yet, or if Donald’s not apprised of it, I’m really fearful that what I’
m hearing is that even if you told Donald Trump about the almost fearful physical circumstances the 
United States is facing right now, you wouldn’t get a response that made any sense—much the way 
we’re seeing these little episodes every now and then in his interviews, where you’re just left with 
either he’s the crudest, stupidest man on the face of the earth, or he’s really losing it. I think it’s the 
latter. And this is a reflection of that, in a way that’s very disturbing if you understand what’s 
happening to us right now—and if you understand why we really are doing what we’re doing in so 
many different places, but especially in our own hemisphere and with Venezuela. Why are we doing 
that?

We're doing that because the only way we can even temporarily stop the shift in the world’s oil 
markets—from being denominated in U.S. dollars to a basket of currencies ranging from the rupee to 
the yuan, the renminbi, and even other currencies now used by BRICS countries for oil sales and 
purchases, and most importantly, accepted by oil distributors including Saudi Arabia—is by getting 
our hands instantly on 300 billion barrels of oil. Especially oil that our refineries are set up to process 
in a significant way, whereas we’re not set up to produce diesel, for example, in other ways.

So you not only bring the truck fleet in America to a grinding halt, you bring America to a grinding 
halt, and you bring the oil markets into a domain we’ve never seen before. That’s going to be so 
traumatic for the United States that I fear what might happen if Trump isn’t already apprised of it—
and he’s just not making it known because he understands, viscerally, how serious it is. He’s doing 
this kind of off‑the‑cuff stuff to explain what he’s doing, which is maybe somewhat understandable, 
in order not to give the cat away, so to speak. Because we’re in trouble. We’re in deep, deep trouble.

When Biden is presented with that $3 trillion debt at the beginning of the new year, and the only 
country in the world that has the money to bail us out, so to speak, is China, the reality is going to 
hit these people. It’s going to hit even dunderheads like Marco Rubio and dunderheads like Pete 
Hegseth and others in the administration. If they are apprised of it properly, what are we going to 
do then? I have no idea. I have no idea. But all these little crises—and I mean little crises like 



Ukraine, even Gaza, Syria, Lebanon, Israel in general, and Venezuela—are going to fade into the 
woodwork, or they’re going to stay out there prominently as we disappear from the power circles in 
the world, catastrophically possibly, because the economy is going to collapse.

It's hard to comment on these little crises that are occurring all across the earth, mostly at the 
behest of us or our proxies, when we're facing such catastrophic failure—physically and otherwise—
because that'll just breed a whole bunch of other failures. And to think that we have the competence 
level that I think we have, which is zero, below zero, in the executive branch and in many respects 
in the legislature too. I won't talk about the court, because the court doesn't have much 
responsibility in this area, although it's trying to assume some of it for itself. But the Congress and 
the president are absolutely lost on what to do about this. And so they just keep pushing and 
pushing and pushing. And people like Graham come out and say, oh, we can do this, we can do 
that. Graham's a fool. He's an absolute fool.

If he believes any of the things he's saying—because we are going, Nima, to fall apart in a 
catastrophic way that the world hasn't seen in the modern age. We're going to collapse. Physically, 
we're done. I don't know what that means, I really don't. I thought—I’ve told you before—I thought 
I would be dead. I’ll be 81 in January. I thought I would be dead before I saw the collapse of the 
American empire. I no longer think that. I think if I live another five to seven years, I may see it. 
Certainly, I’ll see the beginnings of the unraveling. And Trump is presiding over it. You couldn’t ask 
for a more poignant disaster in terms of its components. You have the physical component, you 
have the military component, you have the social component—call it the domestic component.

And then you have the component of the most incompetent leadership in the executive branch that 
we've seen in the history of the republic. Across the board. Across the board. I don't hold out a lot of 
hope for any of these crises, because they all have their own rationale right now, which is anything 
but what the papers are reporting or what the president is talking about. And that, what, 1.9-
whatever million barrels of oil—whatever it was—was inconsequential. Utterly inconsequential, 
except to people like Cuba, for whom I understand some of it was bound. And Cuba is in really hard 
shape right now because they're not getting any fuel. And other people in the world who might have 
been at the end of that shipment, and the end of shipments that are coming out now.

And the high-seas piracy, the breach of international law, domestic law, the unconstitutional actions 
the president is taking—all of those are going to be subsumed in a firestorm of fiscal problems we 
haven’t seen the like of in this country in anyone’s lifetime. I’d argue we haven’t seen anything like it 
since the Civil War, in terms of disaster. And that’s going to be really traumatic for Americans. They’
re the ones who are going to suffer badly from this. You know, the Trumps and the Musks and all 
that—they’ll do whatever they have to do—but we are headed for disaster. And this is all spinning in 
that direction. I think Maduro is the most visible element of it, because he’s sitting on those 300 
billion barrels of oil. It’s not a good time to be an American, I’ll tell you that.

#Nima



They were looking, you know, from Venezuela to Ukraine—it’s all about attacks on oil tankers. You 
know, we had that Ukrainian drone attack on a Russian oil tanker. They were terrified. Actually, they 
were saying it was Ukrainian, but it seems, after all, it was a NATO attack on the Russian oil.

#Lawrence

God help us if we didn’t have Putin sitting in Moscow. I mean, if we had somebody there who was 
the Russian equivalent of Donald Trump, or even remotely so—because he’s very circumspect—they’
d be trying to egg him into an attack on NATO that, in their eyes, would justify invoking Article 5. 
They’re idiots. They’re idiots, and they show their idiocy on a daily basis, especially Keir Starmer and 
Macron.

#Nima

Some sources told me, Larry, that the drones from NATO were the ones carrying out the attack on 
the Russians. And the other thing is, Israeli drones were there to capture footage, you know, to take 
pictures. And you can see Israel somehow getting closer to Greece and Cyprus.

#Lawrence

Israel sees what's happening in the world. Netanyahu is not stupid. I accuse him of being a 
murderer, a homicidal maniac, all manner of other sobriquets—but not stupid. Netanyahu has 
emissaries in the East, as it were. He knows this shift of power from the West to the East is taking 
place. I don't think he has a clue how dramatic it's going to be. It's going to happen almost 
overnight when this $3 trillion debt hits Biden's desk. But he's very circumspect. He's looking 
eastward, looking for new places to plant the Israeli flag and all that means. That means, you know—
think of it for a moment—it means a new political action committee of whatever nature and 
complexion in Russia, in China, in India.

He's already got them building in all three of those countries. He's already got the roots going in all 
three of those countries. But he understands he's going to shift his flag, and his flag is going to be in 
the East. Erdogan understands the same thing. And I think you and I talked a few months ago about 
how Erdogan was trying to figure out whether he wanted to contest it—either jump in and get a 
piece, as it were, in Central Asia, or contest it. I think he's made up his mind now. He's not going to 
contest it. He's going to be one of the powers that benefits from what is essentially the major shift in 
power in, what, 500 years.

The only country that doesn’t seem, right now anyway—other than maybe the Secretary of the 
Treasury—to get it in all its ramifications is us. And we’re going to suffer dramatically from that. All 
this stuff that’s going on right now—the infringement of international law, the infringement of 
domestic law, the unconstitutionality of the administration’s moves, the idiocy of some of their 
economic moves—is all going to come to bear in a moment of sobriety, bringing disaster, I think, 



that even they will have to wake up to. And the Maduros of the world, and the Lulas, and the other 
people in the world that we don’t like, or we single out for not liking...

I love the fact that Trump was talking about a new G5 or G6 or whatever, and it wouldn’t include 
Brazil. That’s just peak—utter stupidity. Brazil’s got to be there. We were talking this morning about 
what we talked about in the policy planning staff at State in 2002. The only place in the U.S. 
government that really thinks strategically is the policy planning staff at the State Department—
which is why it’s ignored all the time, because we don’t do strategy. We do day-to-day transactions, 
not strategy. One of the things we talked about was a consortium, and we put in that consortium 
China, Japan, and the United States.

I think we put Europe in there, but we wound up essentially saying Germany. And we put China, 
India—you know, the big countries—we put them in there. And we said one of the things we ought 
to be aiming for, and this was 20 years ago, more than 20 years ago, is a consortium of the leading 
powers in the world—not running the world, but making the world a different place. You know, 
Bretton Woods is dead. The WTO is dead. The World Bank is dead. The IMF is dead. The United 
Nations is dead. All these organizations are moribund. They’re detritus left over from the end of the 
last cataclysmic struggle, World War II. They all need to go.

And we started trying to design things to replace each of them, or to do better in terms of that 
function or set of functions. We did away with the UN and created a new organization. We gave it 
what the UN Charter has in it but has never been activated—a provision to provide the UN Secretary-
General with a military force to enforce or keep the peace whenever necessary. A standing force. 
Each of the Perm Five members, and others as capabilities allowed, would contribute forces to that. 
We talked about a figure of 100,000. This was back in the ’50s. We never implemented that section 
of the UN Charter, so we decided that would be one of the things we wanted to do right away with 
the new organization we would create.

All to say, that’s where we’re headed if we’re smart. We’re headed toward that sort of situation if we’
re smart. If we’re dumb—and it looks awfully like we’re dumb—we’ll contest it, we’ll fight it to the 
last man and the last woman, and we’ll lose. We’ll lose big time. And we’re getting ready to start 
that, if we haven’t already started it. You could say Ukraine, Gaza, Iran—all the things going on right 
now, Venezuela—all of those are part of this that we’re using to try to prevent it. And it can go one 
of two ways. It can go, “Oh, that didn’t work. That failed badly. Scott, get your ass to Beijing, get on 
bended knee, and ask Xi Jinping to bail us out.”

And then we’ll talk about what follows that. Meanwhile, I’ve got to stop this business I’m doing in 
Ukraine instantly. I think we’re seeing that to a certain extent. And I’ve got to shut down Netanyahu 
in the Levant. I’ve also got to do something to calm the waters in the Caribbean. And then I’ve got 
to get busy fixing my own house, because it’s collapsing. That would be the smart thing to see all 
these things evolve into. Well, I don’t think we’re going to see that. I think we’re going to see us 
trying to use these things in a chaotic sort of way to stem this power shift, to stem this collapse—



because that’s what it is, the collapse of our empire. And we’re going to add to the momentum with 
which it collapses, dramatically.

It could be something like 2006 or 2007 and the housing crisis, but it’ll be much bigger—much 
bigger—and it’ll be all across the country. And it’ll hit every element of our economy. Nothing will 
escape. We need, for example, that oil from Venezuela—not just to try to delay this change in the oil 
markets from dollar-based transactions to other currency-based transactions, which has already 
happened. It’s already happened. I mean, the dollar’s being kicked out all over the world now. But 
we need that heavy, high-sulfur-content oil from Venezuela in our refineries to make diesel to run 
our trucks. Fifty-one, fifty-two percent of American commerce is carried by trucks on our highways. 
That’ll stop.

We won’t be able to drive our trucks if we don’t get that oil. And I guarantee you, Trump’s lying 
through his teeth—that’s what he’s going to use that cheap soil for. We’re in trouble there, too. So 
this is a monumental shift in power that should have taken thirty-five, forty years. It’s going to take 
maybe half a decade, and it’ll be very traumatic because of that—because it’s going to be profound 
and deep, and because there’s been no planning, no strategy, no policy, no nothing except more of 
the same—and Trump. So all these other things, I hate to minimize them, but all these other things 
are going to fade into the tapestry, if you will, because this crisis is going to be huge, profound, 
deep, and long-lasting. And it’s going to take the empire down—not a peg or two, but a long way.

#Nima

The situation, Larry, in Europe is worse than what’s happening in the United States. Today I talked 
with Colonel Jacques Pou—he’s under sanctions from the European Union.

#Lawrence

Did you put your name on the list?

#Nima

Yeah, I’ve sent my name in.

#Lawrence

Good, good.

#Nima

Larry, what they’re doing to him—his bank accounts are frozen, and he can’t access them. He can’t 
get out of… well, he could go to Switzerland, because Switzerland isn’t part of the EU, so he wouldn’
t be sanctioned there. But he’s not able to leave Brussels. He lives in Brussels because he’s under 



sanctions. He can’t get out of Belgium. Doesn’t he have a Swiss passport? Yeah, but he’s asking the 
Swiss government to do something about it. It’s so strange.

#Lawrence

These people are exactly what they’re accusing Putin of being—and Putin is not. They’re totalitarian 
dictators. They see that as the only way to save themselves from the inevitable political solution to 
their problems, which is that they’re going to get kicked out of office. But that’s the short term. In 
the medium term, they’re going to use Ukraine to do whatever they possibly can to hold on to 
power. And the best way to do that is to create emergencies, create a threat, create a problem that 
makes it look like you’re the only person who can handle it—and that you’ve got to be kept in to 
handle it. That goes for the EU leadership too, and to a certain extent, it goes for the NATO 
leadership in Brussels—the uniform NATO leadership in Brussels—which is scary.

One of the things I’m concerned about in America, with this sort of thing happening, is that it’s going 
to mean an almost immediate reduction in the Defense Department’s budget by 50% or more. So 
you’re talking about half a trillion dollars being taken away. We’ve bred a military now that might 
just have a problem with that. And what do I mean by “might just have a problem with it”? They 
might contest it. And couple that contesting of the cut in their budget with an absolutely supine, 
cowardly Congress and a president who might want to use that military for other things than what it’
s designed to do—and you have another problem in the empire. You have, suddenly, a coup d’état 
backed wholly by the military because they don’t want to lose their money.

And the difficulty with that, of course, is where do they find that money? Because there isn’t any, 
Nima. There isn’t any money. If China doesn’t come through and agree to bail us out, essentially—
and I think they’d be amenable to it, because they don’t want to see everything catastrophically, you 
know, gone too—but if they don’t come through with that, then... I don’t know where we go to find 
that kind of money. It doesn’t exist anywhere else in the world. And no one’s going to buy our notes 
to that extent. You know that. They’re just not. Even the Japanese aren’t. They’ve got their own 
fiscal problems right now, which are quite gargantuan, if you will. I said I didn’t think I’d live to see 
this, but I think I’m going to. That’s out tomorrow morning.

#Nima

I don’t understand—if the United States is in such a dire situation, why isn’t the president trying to 
do something about the war in Ukraine? Because it seems to me he’s just playing around with the 
whole Ukraine issue, bragging about how amazingly he’s selling weapons to the Europeans, making 
money out of it, you know...

#Lawrence



I'll tell you the same thing I told Glenn this morning. You know, we’ve got a joke going about that. 
What we’re doing is offering the Europeans weapons we don’t have, for money they don’t have, to 
give to Ukraine, which doesn’t have any soldiers to use them. That’s what we’re doing. And it’s all a 
Ponzi scheme, if you will. The Europeans are caught in the middle of it, and they want to stay there, 
and they want to look like everything’s okay because, as you just discussed, that’s the only way they 
can stay in power. And I’m really worried about that northern flank, and people saying things like, 
“Well, if Trump can go after a Venezuelan tanker, we’ll just go after a Russian tanker in the Baltic.”

Because Putin’s already said, if you go after a Russian tanker in the Baltic, you’re going to pay—“I’m 
going to rip you up.” But that’s another way to get it going. There are people, Nima, who believe 
that if we can get into a good war—a big war, a regional war at a minimum, a global war if 
necessary—then we can fight our way out of this catastrophe we’re in. And as you said, Europe isn’t 
a whole lot better off economically than the United States. So that idea is very attractive to the 
current leadership in both places—Germany, Britain, and France in particular.

But I think I’m hearing from other countries that, you know, they have leaderships—not people, 
leaderships—that are willing to go along with that, especially countries like Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. I’m hearing Poland is making some objections, and, you know, Slovenia and Orbán have 
always been making objections. It’s good that Poland might be making some objections, but I don’t 
think it’ll be enough. So we get into a big war, and then we find out that it doesn’t work—because it 
isn’t going to work. It isn’t going to work. The money is still going to be in China. You can’t take your 
military over there and rob their banks, you know.

And this business of giving Taiwan weapons so they can hit Beijing—good luck with that, because 
they aren’t those kinds of weapons in the first place. And in the second place, we don’t happen to 
give them to them. You look at the schedule for weapons production in the United States, especially 
those going to allies like Australia and others—it’s way out there in the future, because we don’t 
have the lines or the industrial base to do it. You can sign contracts all day long, but you don’t see 
anything delivered. The Taiwanese know that. The Taiwanese have been behind for years on sales 
that took place decades ago.

#Nima

Larry, we know how cautious the United States has been so far about not sending long‑range 
missiles to Ukraine. But after all, when you see the escalation in attacks on oil tankers, don’t you 
think we’re heading toward a huge escalation if the European Union—or, as Donald Trump calls 
them, NATO—decides to step up drone attacks on Russian tankers?

#Lawrence



Yeah, they're going to find out really quickly just how much of a paper tiger—the funny thing is, that’
s the word Trump hurled at Putin—the United States really is. And they’re going to find out how 
much of paper tigers they are too. Because between the two of us—the EU, NATO, let’s say its 
military component—and the United States, we couldn’t field a military capable of beating China and 
Russia together, and probably not capable of beating either one of them separately, certainly not 
China. Just look at the industrial base. China makes, what, six ships, seven ships, ten ships—some 
months twenty ships—a month. We can’t make one. Submarines? We make about 1.2, 1.3 a year, or 
something like that.

Someone said to me the other day, “China doesn’t have a high-seas fleet. They don’t venture out on 
the high seas; they stay in the South China Sea and nearby waters—in Chinese waters, in other 
words.” Well, take a look at their deep-sea fishing fleet lately—6,000 ships all over the globe, every 
freaking day, fishing everywhere in the world’s oceans. Six thousand ships worldwide. What was the 
last count in the U.S. Navy? Two hundred seventy-eight, two hundred seventy-nine, something like 
that. “Oh, those aren’t warships.” Oh, you think not? You think not? If they wanted them to be, they 
could be. But what I’m trying to show you is China’s capacity to build navies versus our capacity. It’s 
overwhelmingly superior. So we come back to my other argument, which I still make.

If we get into anything, we're going to go nuclear because we're going to lose. We're going to lose 
horribly in the opening stages of a conventional conflict. So then we go nuclear. Great solution, 
America. Great solution. You’d best get your act together. You’d best get busy in Beijing. You’d best 
be very, very diplomatic about your request. But you need to ask the only country in the world 
capable of staving off this financial disaster—which is going to make the housing crisis of a few years 
ago look like child's play by comparison. You’d best get to doing that. And I think Besson knows 
that. I mean, I can’t imagine he’s going into the new year thinking he can sell $3 trillion of U.S. 
notes and bail us out.

#Nima

Donald Trump, again, is talking about Greenland, Larry, and he's all over the map. But Greenland—it 
seems so serious to him and his administration. Here’s what Donald Trump said.

#Speaker 04

I have to work it all out. But he—he felt very strongly that we need it for national security, not for 
minerals. We have so many sites for minerals and oil and everything. We have more oil than any 
other country in the world. We need Greenland for national security. And if you take a look at 
Greenland, up and down the coast, you have Russian and Chinese ships all over the place. We need 
it for national security. We have to have it. And he wanted to lead the charge. So we’re making him, 
Marco, today a special envoy to Greenland. Greenland’s a big deal.



#Lawrence

Yeah. What happened to the Monroe Doctrine, doll? Russian and Chinese ships all up and down the 
East Coast? What happened to the Monroe Doctrine, doll? The man speaketh with forked tongue. He 
speaketh with a viper’s tongue. But he speaks the truth in terms of the jeopardy the empire’s in. And 
he’s reaching out, trying to grab every asset he can get his hands on. Hell, the man wanted Canada 
in order to buttress the empire. But I’m sorry, it’s not going to work, because the thing the empire’s 
going to get taken down by is what most empires in human history have been taken down by—that’s 
the profligacy at the end in their spending, whether they’re spending in gold bullion, silver ingots, 
silk robes, or dollars.

And the dollar has the additional deficiency of being backed by essentially nothing. He thinks it's 
backed by all the assets we have, and the assets he's trying to gain, like Greenland. I'm sorry, it 
doesn't make a handkerchief's difference when you're in the situation we're in. And we created it. 
We created it just as surely as we created Bretton Woods, the WTO, the IMF, and the whole 
complex post–World War II over a prostrate world—because all the major powers were prostrate at 
the end of World War II, even our allies: Britain, the Soviet Union, France, Japan, our enemies. We 
created it, and now we've destroyed it. We've destroyed it through our avarice, our greed, our 
inability to cooperate, our inability to see what the end of the Cold War really meant.

Yes, it meant the end of the Soviet empire, but Putin saw that too and took the right actions after 
they got rid of the drunk, Boris Yeltsin—the right actions to put Russia’s ship on a direct course 
toward fiscal sovereignty and a robust economic picture that no one thought he could achieve. And 
they’re in really very good shape right now. It’s not all perfect, but they’re in good shape. And with 
China as an ally, they’re in even better shape. People tell me, “Oh no, China and Russia—China’s out 
there in the Far East taking Russian territory, doing this and doing that.” That’s not why they’re 
doing it. Nonsense. And Putin knows what they’re doing.

And he welcomes what they're doing because he doesn't have the money, the assets, or the 
wherewithal to go out there and do the things they’re doing, because they’re so flush. They can do 
them and get away with it. Now, it might become a problem sooner or later, because Lebensraum—
living space—is also what the Chinese want. But that can be worked out too, if we look at this world 
as a multi‑nodal world where we all have to share and share alike and get along with each other, 
basically. We’re never going to do it perfectly, but they understand that. We don’t. We’re still trying 
to return to the old world where we were, you know, king of the hill and no one else was going to 
challenge us. I’m sorry, that’s over. That’s done. And you’re going to come off that hill in the next 
year, dramatically, because you’re going to be, in essence, broke.

#Nima

Larry, how do you see the situation between Israel and Turkey? It seems that you follow—I know 
you follow—the Israeli media. And when you look at it, you feel that their rhetoric toward Turkey is 



escalating. They used to talk about Turkey as a neighbor, you know, a close ally, part of NATO that 
they could work with. But now it seems they see Turkey, as time goes by, as Israel’s worst enemy. 
That’s why Netanyahu is talking about Cyprus and Greece. He knows the tensions between North 
and South Cyprus, between Greece and Turkey. That’s why he’s trying to get closer to Greece. And 
here’s what Netanyahu said, Larry.

#Speaker 06

They can reestablish their empires and their dominion over our lands? I say forget it. It’s not going 
to happen—don’t even think about it. We are committed and able to defend ourselves, and our 
cooperation further enhances that capability. Together, we three genuine democracies in the eastern 
Mediterranean shall advance security, prosperity, and liberty. Yeah.

#Lawrence

Who are the three genuine democracies in the eastern Mediterranean? Certainly he’s not one of 
them, but who are the other two? Is he talking about Jordan? Who’s he talking about? I mean, is he 
talking about Lebanon? Who is he talking about? Notice he’s speaking in English again. Now, let me 
give you a little history here. You know it—I’m sure you do. About a year ago, I asked one of the 
smartest professors I’ve ever met in my life to give me his best idea of how the Balfour Declaration 
came about. I reread the paper last night. It’s about 120 pages, footnotes galore, primary sources 
throughout. I knew it would be. What I should have done was get all the primary sources I have out 
too.

I’ll do that and look at them. I mean, it’s everything from Lloyd George to Winston Churchill to 
Balfour himself to Woodrow Wilson to Colonel House—all the people who played a part in what we’re 
essentially living with today. In the right-hand margin of one of the pages, I wrote in green ink so I 
couldn’t miss it: “Perfidious Albion lives up to its name,” because I was looking at what the British 
did in order to create Israel, even over the strenuous objections of their own Foreign Office—just as 
we did with Harry Truman, over the strenuous objections of our State Department and the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. I gave a speech on that at the National Press Club a while back, where I went 
through the whole thing.

When you look at that and you understand how Israel evolved, the only conclusion you can come 
to—I think you can come to more than one, but one solid one—is that this was all a legacy of the 
British trying fiercely to maintain their empire, which was going as fast as ours, or faster. At the 
same time, they were hedging their bets by kind of turning it over to the United States, as the case 
might be, periodically. It’s a combination of events that just demonstrates how bad policy can 
multiply and multiply over the years and turn into a disaster—which it has done now. And at the 
same time, though, and this goes to your question, I’m looking at the Ottoman Empire and how they’
re taking it, how they’re dealing with it, how they’re frustrated by it, and so forth.



What’s happening again today, in this moment of decisive change in the world, is that Eastern 
leaders—including Ankara—and I don’t necessarily mean Erdoğan as Erdoğan, but the Turkish 
leadership, including their military, which I’ve always found to be pretty capable, whether they’re 
perpetrating a coup to take over the country or being quiescent on the sidelines, are revisiting all of 
that now. They’re seeing that the experiment, as it were, didn’t work very well, and we’re now 
paying the piper for that bad policy over those years—almost a century. They’re trying to figure out 
what to do. Netanyahu is no dummy. He’s a murderer, a homicidal maniac, a fool in some respects—
and “fool” has a very distinct definition there—but he’s not dumb.

He's a smart guy. I've already mentioned he's looking for places to plant his flag now that he sees 
the empire having real trouble. But at the same time, he's got an intermediate force between him 
and that ability to relocate and do the same thing to other powers, like China, that he's done to us—
become their vassal, their attack dog, whatever you want to call it. Erdoğan stands in his way, and 
future Turkish leadership may stand in his way too. It’s a big country, a powerful country, and very 
strategically located—more strategically located than Lebanon or even Israel itself—when you talk 
about dominating that particular region of the world, militarily, economically, or otherwise. So we’re 
going to see Netanyahu taking note of Ankara increasingly, because they’re an obstacle.

And he'll call them the Ottoman Empire. He'll say they want to reestablish the Ottoman Empire. In 
some sense, he's right. They're looking at what that meant, and they're thinking that, you know, 
they should have been listened to, should have been cooperated with more by the British in 
particular, instead of being screwed. So, you know, I'm reciting a lot of history here, but history is 
important. And I think Netanyahu's met his match. I think he's met his match all around. And sooner 
or later, he's going to realize that. And that worries me, too, because I think, you know, the idea 
was to finish off Lebanon, finish off Gaza—and he's doing Gaza really well right now, I mean, he's 
just tearing it up—finish off the West Bank, maybe finish off Jordan. I said finish off Lebanon.

Do some things in Syria, if he can, and then go finish off Iran. But the change in plan recently—and I’
ve got this from a pretty good source—was to do all these other things, multi-front wars, if you will, 
and let the United States, either by egging them on, with Trump being the leading egg, or by simply 
demanding it, by saying something like, “I’ll use a nuclear weapon on them if you don’t,” to have 
Trump finish off Iran. I don’t think that’s going to work, but I think that’s the way he’s thinking right 
now. I think he’s got a new thought now, because he’s got a neighbor to the north that’s not too 
conducive to this and is not going to allow him to resume the war with Iran without ramifications, 
without repercussions.

So it's a mixed bag there, too. But I come back to my original statements: it's all going to go to hell 
in a handbasket when Scott Besson gets that $3 trillion deficit at the start of the new year, and no 
one will buy our notes to pay it. I don't know what it's going to mean for Israel as Israel, but I know 
Israel's future is short-lived—short-lived. As a Jewish state, it's over. As a state in the Levant that is 
basically an apartheid, totalitarian entity, it could probably exist for a little bit longer, but even that's 
going to be debatable, because we're not going to be there to use them the way we have in the 



past. We aren't going to be using anybody. We aren't going to have the wherewithal to use 
anybody. We're coming home.

#Lawrence

You're muted.

#Nima

You know, when we look at the Middle East and West Asia, I think the Israeli attack on Doha has 
changed everything—it’s destroyed all the calculations on the part of the Arab states. The Israeli 
attack on Doha, on Qatar.

#Nima

Yeah.

#Nima

They know they can’t be defended if Israel attacks one of these Arab states in the Middle East. They’
re not going to be defended by the United States—they know that reality. And on the other hand, 
with the growing tensions between Israel and Turkey, we’ve learned just today that Erdoğan is going 
to be in Iran soon, and they’re coming together to figure out what’s going on with Israel.

#Lawrence

This is a statement—this is Ankara's statement back to Jerusalem. Yeah. You're not going to do it, 
and you're not going to do it. If you do do it, you're not going to get away with it. And if you try to 
egg your big daddy into it, that's not going to work either, because he's going to get his hand 
burned too. And people are beginning to awaken to the fact that the exchange where Trump called—
well, I think it was Trump who said it, it might have been Hegseth—but one of them said that Russia 
was a paper tiger. Putin responded with a very delicate response, in my view, but nonetheless 
truthful.

The paper tiger is us. The paper tiger in the world right now—the one most misjudged by other 
countries, though they’re quickly learning—is us. We don’t have much besides nuclear weapons. I 
keep coming back to the proposition that, as a military professional, scares me every time I think 
about it: we have nuclear weapons. We have almost 6,000 nuclear warheads, and we have very 
good, dependable delivery systems. We have them under the sea, on the sea, in the air, and in 
ballistic form. And empires don’t go down well sometimes—and this one really scares me in that 
regard.



Will we, in fact, end it all with a nuclear exchange, thinking that we're somehow salvaging 
everything we've built over the last 200 years or so, in some kind of frenetic effort to put our finger 
in the hole in the dike—when what we're really going to do is blow the whole dike up? People say, 
“Well, you're just a scaremonger.” And I say, if you had dealt, the length and breadth of your 
professional life, with these damn weapons—nuclear weapons hovering over your shoulder the 
whole time—you’d understand. You know, maybe I’m too old, but I do understand what people 
thought during the Cold War, because I was one of those people. We’ve lost that. We’ve lost that 
sense of fear and terror.

#Nima

Those same people are still in charge. They're running the show. I cannot believe for a single minute 
that Donald Trump is actually running the show in the United States. This guy is something.

#Lawrence

He's the cosmetic surface of it. And he must drive them crazy sometimes too—with his 
unpredictability, his wishy-washiness, being all over the place, and sleeping in meetings and stuff. 
He must drive them crazy. They must, at moments, look at each other behind the curtains, or 
whatever, if they ever have those kinds of moments, and say, “What the fuck have we done? Let’s 
get to JD.”

#Nima

Yeah. Larry, do you still see the fear, the threat, or the risk of a war between Iran and Israel? I don't 
know what else the United States can bring to the table for Israel. Right now, Donald Trump is 
sending everything close to Venezuela, off the coast there. But if Israel is getting ready to attack 
Iran, what else can the United States bring to the table for Netanyahu? He knows it's not just about 
Iran. We mentioned Turkey. The Arab states are trying to do something behind the scenes—they're 
not happy with the whole situation in the Middle East. I believe that. But they're still on good terms 
with the United States, even under the Trump administration. Overall, when you look at the situation 
in the Middle East, how risky is it for the United States to get involved in any kind of war?

#Lawrence

The awful thing, Nima, is that given what we have deployed right now—including, most dramatically, 
in the Caribbean, but elsewhere too—and I understand we’ve pulled in a lot of our Marine 
amphibious groups, Marine expeditionary forces, and units that patrol on a routine basis. We’re not 
doing too many freedom-of-navigation exercises. We are the greatest violator of freedom of 



navigation ourselves right now. But you could still marshal enough forces in the northern Indian 
Ocean, the Sea of Oman, around the Persian Gulf region, and out of Al Udeid and elsewhere in Saudi 
Arabia, for example, to do around-the-clock bombing of Iran until you run out.

And that “run out” is probably going to come about 96 hours or so down the road, in terms of major 
munitions. But you’ve got enough to really do something that looks spectacular for a short period of 
time. Think, for example, of the opening stages of Desert Storm and the bombing that took place 
then. Or think about the four days that actually did more damage to Iraq—I meant Iraq, not Iran. 
Those four days when Bill Clinton bombed did more damage to Iraq. We couldn’t believe that when 
we got there in 2003. That wasn’t done in the first Gulf War; that was done by Bill Clinton in those 
four days when he unleashed PGM after PGM on Baghdad and the surrounding areas. So we could 
do that.

And it would look like a lot of damage—a lot of smoke, a lot of fire, you know, all that stuff. It 
wouldn’t be a whole hell of a lot of extensive, long-lasting damage to Iraq, but it would look like we 
had done something, that we were doing something during that time. But that would be it. We’d be 
done then. We’d be finished. And so, do you want to put yourself in that position, where you’re bare-
ass naked to the world and now probably another ten percent hates your guts after you’ve done 
this? I think not. So what comes in there? What is there for Israel if they are absolutely intent on 
doing this? Dimona—their nuclear weapons. Another, you know, moment of fear in this military man’
s mind. And I have no doubt that Bibi Netanyahu would use them.

#Nima

And the countries aren’t dumb, Larry. If they use them, they’re going to face a growing push to build 
nuclear weapons in Iran and in Turkey as well.

#Lawrence

I think Bibi believes that Pakistan and other countries like that, which might come to Iran's aid in 
terms of nuclear weapons, won’t do it. He thinks they’d be cowed—they wouldn’t do it.

#Nima

But in extreme moments, you don’t really know how countries would behave.

#Lawrence

You sure don’t. And you don’t know what Iran would do. They might take the nuclear strike if it’s 
just a limited one. They might take the nuclear strike and then annihilate Israel—just annihilate it, 
sink it into the Mediterranean. They could do it. Just with conventional munitions, they could do it, 
particularly if those conventional munitions were augmented and augmented and augmented by the 



Chinese and the Russians. They’d just keep the waves going. The only problem there is, they might 
shoot another nuke—or another one, or another one. But one of the things I would do if I were Iran, 
I’d take my verboten strike area off the Dimona complex. I’d hit the Dimona complex. I’d wipe it out. 
Now, that would mean radiation probably all over Israel. But if they’re going to do that to me, I’m 
going to do it back to them. And see how this works? It’s very dangerous.

#Nima

Exactly. Thank you so much, Larry, for being with us today. A great pleasure, as always. And Merry 
Christmas.

#Lawrence

Yeah, same to you. You got a good present for that little boy?

#Nima

Yeah, he keeps asking every time, “What am I going to get?”

#Lawrence

And you said, “I’m going to give you an Aloha shirt.” He said, “What? What does he want?” I’m 
curious.

#Nima

Yeah, he wants everything related to games and all that stuff I don’t like.

#Lawrence

Well, he’s a product of the modern age.

#Nima

I'm trying my best not to let him do that. Does he play military games, or does he just play the— 
Yeah, he's somehow into these games of... He's really curious about making new 3D programs, 
creating new stuff, you know. It’s amazing to me to see him going in that direction. Usually, with his 
3D applications, he makes new things and tries to move them around, something like that. He’s 
creating—by the way, he’s creating something and trying to play with it.

#Lawrence

Does he like making model airplanes or anything like that?



#Nima

So far, I’ve seen he likes dinosaurs, dragons, and monsters.

#Lawrence

Maybe he’ll be a wildlife expert.

#Nima

Thank you so much, Larry.

#Lawrence

Take care.

#Nima

Merry Christmas.

#Nima

Merry Christmas.
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